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Mr. Chairman,

I would like to thank the Assistant Secreta13r-General, Controller, Ms. Maria
Eugenia Casar, as well as Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chairman of the
ACABQ, for the presentation of the related reports on Special Political
Missions, Good Offices and other political initiatives.

The delegation of Brazil aligns itself with the statement made by the
representative of Cuba on behalf of the Community of Latin American and
Caribbean States and would like to add the following remarks in its national
capacity.

Mr. Chairman

Special Political Missions are a key component of the UN peace and security
agenda. They play a crucial role in preventing conflict and in supporting
countries in post-conflict situation.

However, as we all know, in recent years SPMs have been facing
increasingly severe challenges as a result of their backstopping and financial
arrangements. To the extent that they are bound to the biennial structure of
the regular budget, these arrangements are unable to adequately sustain the
dynamic and volatile nature of the mandates particular to these missions.
Not only are current arrangements not an efficient and transparent manner to
manage SPMs, but they also negatively affect the very implementation of
the mandates concerned, to the point of putting the lives of those in the field
in danger in some cases.

Moreover, the distortions created in the regular budget by the financing of
SPMs seriously hinder the capacity of the UN to adequately carry out
mandates in other areas, thus disrupting the effective functioning of the
whole UN system, unduly exacerbating tensions among the membership in
the V Committee when time comes to discuss and finalize an agreement on
the budget.

The cun'ent difficulties resulting from backstopping arrangements for SPMs
need to be urgently addressed. They constitute the single most important
distortion in the budgetary process of the United Nations. In this context, a
budgeting solution that will allow Specia! Political Missions to be



adequately and transparently funded, independently fronl the overall duties
and obligations of the regular budget, is an unavoidable necessity.
Furtherlnore, access by SPMs to the backstopping resources and capabilities
provided to peacekeeping operations is obviously indispensable, as we all
know for a fact, and this process is urgently in need of improved institutional
and operational an'angements within the UN system. Cun'ent informal
procedures cannot be allowed to expand indefinitely as SPMs grow in
number and in scale, having quickly become, over the last years, the most
significant increasing expenditure-line of the regular budget, consuming

approximately twenty per cent of it.

Mr. Chailanan,

Brazil, like others, is in favor of promoting efficiency and effectiveness in
all areas of the Organization. We know that there is strong opposition the
adoption of even partial measures aimed at re&essing some of the serious
operational and consequences of the current situation in the field.

Given the importance of the issues at stake, the membership of this
Organization must recognize its responsibility in providing the United
Nations, and indeed the world, with the necessary means to maintain
international peace and security while at the same time addressing a
structural flaw in the UN budgetary process.

This is also an issue of democratic governance. Decisions on SPMs are taken
by the Security Council, but their financing, unlike peacekeeping missions,
weights heavily on the regular budget, encroaching on the resources
available for the day-to-day business of the UN and the implementation of
its mandates, in particular those of the development pillar.

My delegation is ready to contribute in a constructive manner to any
meaningful efforts to correct these imbalances.

Thank you.




